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MEDITATION

(Continued from page 1)

Or do you not know that as many of us as were
Baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into His death?
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death,
That just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
Even so we should walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united together into the likeness of His death,
Certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection.
Romans 6:3-5

1. How are we linked to the Lord Jesus Christ?
(a) Through faith in Him
(b) Through baptism
(c) We are “united together”
i. The word suggests “sharing with”
i. We are very closely linked together (In the Greek text this is just
one word”)
iii. All that Christ has done, we are a part of Him

2. Wherein is this linkage?
(a) In His death
i. We share in His death
ii. We died with Him
iii. Our sinful self is crucified with Him

(b) In His resurrection
i. We share in His resurrection
ii. We are raised with Him
iii. We come alive in Christ’s resurrection

3. What is the significance of this linkage?
(a) The resurrection of Christ from the dead reflects the glory of God
(b) We share in that glory too!

page 2 (Continued on page 3)



MEDITATION

(Continued from page 2)

4. What are some ramifications?

(a) We should walk in newness of life

(b) We have a hope that one day we shall have a resurrected body like that of
Christ!

LIVING FOR THE LORD

Let us be challenged deeply to understand our life in Christ Jesus bet-
ter. Let us grow in knowledge and faith. How wonderful it is to live meaning-
fully and victoriously to reflect the glory of God! ¥

Write to me at: charlestan@bethanyipc.sg

WELCOM

to Bethany IV
MISSIONS MINISTRY

The Pastoral Team will be ministering in Myanmar this week:
Pastoral Conference (2-4 April 2018) ¥

Welcome to our Easter Sunday Service.
May your heart be uplifted and encout-
aged through worship and fellowship! &

NO PRAYER MEETING/
BIBLE STUDY

We will not be having PM and BS this week. We resume next week. &

page 3



A MEANINGFUL TESTIMONY

“The Lord Is My Strength and My Shield”
Chia Beng Hoe

Pilgrims Passing Through This Journey

It was not so long ago when | shared my testimony with you on how God extend-
ed His Grace and Mercy and miraculously delivered me from a condition that not many
people have survived, the Type A Aortic Dissection, where the whole of my aorta was
ruptured. In fact, my heart had already stopped before the surgeons could start surgery,
and yet our God, the Great Physician allow the surgeons to resuscitate and deliver me
back to life - on the brink of death.

As pilgrims passing through this earth, we will go through the many challenges
of life. You or your loved ones could be suffering from a serious medical condition, facing
the prospect of losing a job, or losing a loved one. You may be in financial difficulty or
having some serious family problems, etc. We will all have our own crosses to carry,
some smaller crosses and some bigger crosses, as we continue on our journey until we
return to our Lord Jesus Christ and join Him in the kingdom of God. Yes, sometimes our
cross may seem too heavy for us to carry, and it is during such times that we remember
that our faith will be tested by fire.

As the saying goes, “it never rains but it pours.” Over the last few months, my
family and | went through a lot of challenges but God was there for us each step of the
way teaching us precious lessons of faith.

Michelle’s Hysterectomy

My wife, Michelle had this uterine fibroid that was growing very fast and had
caused some serious bleeding. | had to rush her to A&E in the middle of the night as her
bladder was full but due to the fibroid, she could not urinate.

On 10 October 2017, she underwent abdominal hysterectomy to have her uterus
removed. Though the surgery went well, she was overly sensitive to Pethidine and took
about 24 hours to get over the side effects of dizziness and drowsiness. Thank God for
His Grace & Mercy, she recovered very quickly and was discharged in 3 days.

Titus’ Meningitis
Before we end the year 2017, on 29 December 2017, my son Titus told me that
he had fever for the last 3 days and was having severe headaches and sharp pain on his
neck and spine. We brought him immediately to the A&E in TTSH and somehow due to
page 4 (Continued on page 5)



A MEANINGFUL TESTIMONY i

(Continued from page 4)

some registration error, they had registered him as a 75-year-old patient and put him on
fast track. In a normal situation in A&E it would probably take us at least 6 hours to see a
doctor, do the diagnosis and either get warded or discharged. We thank God that it took
us just slightly more than 2 hours.

To our horror, the doctors told us that he could be suffering from meningitis and
had to be warded in an isolated room, to keep him away from the rest of the patients.
Meningitis is a life threatening disease and it could be fatal if not treated immediately. He
could also possibly end up in a coma. We traced God’s hand and knew that He had al-
lowed the error in registration so that Titus could be diagnosed and treated quickly.

After days of laboratory tests & treatment, they finally concluded that he was
suffering from viral meningitis and apparently it was a chicken pox virus that caused the
meningitis. During the 14 days of hospitalisation, we could see him suffering in intense
pain and agony. Each time the pain hits him in the head, neck and spine, we witnessed
our 20-year son crying in pain. As parents, it was so difficult to watch him go through the
suffering and we pleaded with the Lord to relieve him of the pain. Day by day, we could
see the pain slowly subsiding and eventually the pain was gone. We thank God for His
Grace and Mercy that we managed to obtain help so opportunely. We cannot imagine the
outcome should there been any further delay.

My Bladder Cancer

On 18 December 2017, | noticed some blood in my urine and went straight to
see the Polyclinic at SGH with Michelle. The urine test revealed high traces of blood, with
a reading of RBC 495u/L when the normal range is 0-3. Because of the high RBC read-
ing, | was very quickly given an appointment on 21 December 2017 to see an Urologist in
NUH. It is uncommon to get a specialist referral in 3 days through a polyclinic. The Lord is
indeed so good and wonderful to me.

During the consultation, the urologist excluded kidney stones as a possible
cause (from the previous CT Scans reports in the review of my aorta). He also excluded
Urinary Tract Infection (UTI) based on the blood test report. He decided to book an ap-
pointment for me to go for cystoscopy. At that point, | knew that he was suspecting a tu-
mor growth in my bladder or prostate, since kidney stones and UT| were excluded.

On 24 January 2018, when the urologist inserted the scope, | watched the imag-
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

es on the monitor screen very closely. Soon, the camera came across a mass, which look
like seaweed and he notified another urologist to take a second look at it. At that point, |
knew the discovery was bad news.

True enough, he solemnly spoke to Michelle, my daughter Evangeline and me
that he found a tumor and told us that | need to go for a procedure call Transurethral Re-
section of Bladder Tumors (TURBT) to get it removed for biopsy. He explained that the
biopsy will determine the stage of the cancer. The severity will depend on how deep it
has penetrated into the muscle tissue, not the size of it. At that time, it dawned on me that
| might have very little time left before | die.

| took time to pray and reflect on God’s Grace & Mercy. On reflection, | am
thankful for His timely intervention on 9 September 2016. In fact, | would have already
gone home if not for His protection and deliverance then. Indeed, for each day that | am
alive since my aorta dissection, it was already a bonus from God. | am thankful for the
extra one and a half years He has given me so far. What more could | have asked for?

Other Pressing Issues

Besides the medical issues that came one after another, | continue to face other
challenging issues at home and there seems to be no end to these issues. This is indeed
one of the most stressful moments of my life.

Timely Messages From The Pulpit

The Theme for January-February 2018 Morning Worship Messages was
“Ascribe Strength to God”. Pastor’'s messages taken from the Psalms spoke to my heart
at the most critical moments of my life. It was so comforting to know that in stressful times
| can call upon the Lord and He hears my cry (Psalm 18:6). He will be my strength, my
stronghold, my shield and my horn of salvation (Psalm 18:1-2).

My response is that | must trust in the Lord, delight in Him, commit my way to
Him, rest in Him and wait patiently for Him (Psalm 37:3-7). The Lord promised me that He
will uphold me with His hand (Psalm 37:24) and He is my strength in the time of trouble
(Psalm 37:39) and He will help and deliver me.... Because | trust in Him (Psalm 37:40).

TURBT Procedure & Histology Report
On 12 February 2018, | underwent the TURBT procedure and a day after the
procedure, the urologist said he was not happy that | was still bleeding in the bladder and
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

wanted to wheel me back into the operating theatre to cauterize the bleeding vessel. |
prayed really hard that night as I did not wish to go back into the operating theatre for an-
other procedure.

God heard my plea and answered my prayers. The next day, the urologist came
to assess me and told me that the bleeding had improved and | could be discharged that
day. | was elated with the good news and was discharged on 14 February in time for reun-
ion dinner on 15 February.

On 8 March 2018, | went for my review with the urologist and based on the histol-
ogy report, he said that the tumor was a stage Ta (non-invasive) low-grade tumor. There
was no need for any treatment now and | only need to go back for cystoscopy review eve-
ry 3 months. Once again, | thank God for upholding me with His hand in the time of trou-
ble (Psalm 37:39) and He is indeed my strength and my shield (Psalm 28:7).

Thank you, Pastor, and all in Bethany for your prayers and supplication for me
during those difficult moments.

As | face these challenges in life, | realise that God is moulding me to be a more
faithful servant, regardless of how unworthy | am.

2 Cor 4:16-18 is so reassuring:

“Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the in-
ward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a mo-
ment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not
look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things
which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

As | continue on this pilgrimage and face the many health issues, one after another, this
verse has taken on a new meaning and significance. | know my outward man may perish
but my inward man is being renewed day by day as | focus on the Lord and draw strength
from Him to cope with life’s challenges.

Beyond this earthly journey, | thank God for His promise of eternity in 2 Cor 5:1:
“For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

To God be The Glory!
@
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UNITED TOGETHER

The faith we have in the Lord Jesus Christ is truly amazing;
We have forgiveness of sin and the promise of life everlasting.
Through baptism we are united together with the Lord;
This is a glorious word from our gracious everlasting God!

We are united together in the life of the Christ the Lord;
Our names are written in heaven, in His Eternal Record.
We are united with Him in His divinely ordained death;
We were in His heart and mind to His very last breath.

We are united together with Him in His resurrection.
In glorious Hope we may live with great jubilation!
His resurrection reflects the glorious power of God;
We are challenged to live victoriously for the Lord!

We have the most glorious hope for all eternity;
We shall not remain dead but arise in certainty.
And as Christ arose from the dead by God’s power;
We may live significantly for the Lord every hour!

Inspiration: Romans 6:1-11

Charles Tan
T
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CHILDREN'S POETRY CORNER

My Fears

Failure, war and disease are things 1 fear;
1 never fail to worry about them every year,

€ven as I grow vp, my fears never fade;
Oh! How I wish of stronger mettle T am made.

School plays a huge part in my life;
And as a student, for good grades T strive.
£ven though 1 study the hardest T can;
1 constantly fear T will not place in the First Band.

Nuclear weapons are out there somewhere;
Reading about the ef fects of their destruction, T cannot bear.
1 wonder every day when World War 111 might actually begin;
I shiver at the thought of war; it would ke such a catastrophic scene.

The sight of needles brings a shiver down my spine;
And whenever T think about deadly illnesses T whine.
Words like “cancer” and “tumour” make me cringe;

My worry of contracting these awful diseases make me flinch.

Yet in my darkest times when 1 feel helpless;
God’s Word comforts me and makes me fFearless.
John 14:27 tells me not to be afraid;

For God gives peace if only I prayed.

(Continued on page 10)
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CHILDREN’S POETRY CORNER

(Continued from page 9)

God’s hand s more powerful than anything;
He can eradicate all fears the world can possibly bring.

With God’s Word hidden in my heart;
All my Fears will surely depart,

- Asia Tan T

WORSHIP

Psalm 89:24

But My faithfulness and My mercy shall be with him,
And in My name his horn shall be exalted.

1. God’s promise to His anointed
(a) His faithfulness

(b) His mercy

(c) His name

2. God’s anointed
(a) His horn “power” will be exalted

(b) The blessings of the Lord will make all the difference

3. God’s commitment to all His servants
(a) His faithfulness will never depart

(b) His lovingkindness lies beneath His Word ¥
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BIBLE MEMORY WORK

Today, 1 April 2018

Colossians 1:23 Grounded and Steadfast

If indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast,
and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard,
which was preached to every creature under heaven,
of which I, Paul, became a minister.

1. The challenges
(a) To continue in the faith
(b) To be grounded
(c) To be steadfast
(d) To be sure not to be moved from the hope of the gospel

2. Rising to the challenge
(a) By faith
(b) In humility
(c) With determination

NEXT SUNDAY: 8 April 2018
Colossians 1:27-28 Christ in you, the hope of glory

To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom,
that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.
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: BETHANY CHURCH ACTIVITIES

| Day | Time | Venue | Location
' [} D »
Morning Worship Service Church Sanctuary 2 floor
Children’s Worship | (Pl — P3) 10.30 am Auditorium 3-1 3 floor
Children’s Worship Il (P4 — P6) Sun ’ Auditorium 4-1 4t floor
Teens’ Worship Service Auditorium 3-2 34 floor
Combined Evening-Bilingual 4.00pm Auditorium 4-2 & 4-3 | 4" floor
DA 00
Créche |%_33%a:“ Green Turf It floor
Beginners’ Sunday School Auditorium 2-1 27 floor
Junior Sunday School | Auditorium 3-1 34 floor
Junior Sunday School Il Auditorium 4-2 4 floor
Intermediate Sunday School Sun Auditorium 3-2 3rd floor
Senior Sunday School | 8.30am Fellowship Hall It floor
Senior Sunday School Il Main Sanctuary 2" floor
Senior Sunday Schoal IlI Prayer Room 4-1 4 floor
Senior Sunday School IV Auditorium 4-1 4 floor
Special Needs Ministry Auditorium 4-3 4 floor
. »
Singing Kakis Thurs 8.00 pm Auditorium 3-2 3rd floor
One Voice Sat 5.00 pm Auditorium 4-2 4 floor
Youth Choir 5.00 pm Auditorium 3-1 34 floor
Evergreens Sun 1.00 pm Auditorium 3-1 3rd floor
BIB D
Church Bible Study Tue 8.00 pm Church Sanctuary 2" floor
Home Bible Study 2nd and 3.00 pm - -
4t Thurs
Mandarin Bible Study Ist and 7.30 pm 4% Floor Auditorium | 4* floor
3rd Fri
Sun_ | 1.00pm [ Auditorium 4-2 | 4* floor
Mon | 8.00pm | Church Sanctuary [ 2 floor
O P GROUP
Young People's Group | Auditorium 2-1 2 floor
Young People's Group | 3.00 Auditorium 3-2 3 floor
Young People's Group llI Sat VY pm Auditorium 3-1 3rd floor
Young Adults’ Group Auditorium 4-2 & 4-3 | 4* floor
Young Married Group Auditorium 4-1 4 floor
Adults’ Ministry | 4.00 pm Auditorium 4-1 4 floor

Bethany Independent-Presbyterian Church
301 Upper Paya Lebar Road. Singapore 534934
tel : 65-62877713 . fax : 65-62877980 . website URL : bethanyipc.sg




¢

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk

OF LIFE. Romans 6:4

EASTER WORSHIP SERVIGE

1 APRIL 2018 1 1030AM | SHANGRI LA HOTEL




BFTHANY EASTER PROGRAMME

EASTER WORSHIP SE

1 APRIL 2018 . 10.30AM

RVICE

SHANGRI LA (ISLAND BALLROOM)

PRE-WORSHIP
“Because He Lives”

PRELUDE
Pianist: Mr Gabriel Ou
Keyboardist: Mrs Sally Tan
Violinists: Mr Joshua Lee

Ms Angela Teng
Mrs Marianne Cai

Flautist: Mr Geoftrey Toi

Trumpeter:  Mr Ng Choon Peng

Oboists: Mr Gary Kwang
Ms Ho Lianya

Clarinetist: ~ Ms Cheryl Koo
French horn player: Ms Vanessa Quek

CALL TO WORSHIP
Rev. Dr. Charles Tan

INVOCATION

SPECIAL SONG ITEM
“Finale”

(includes Our God Reigns, Jesus Shall Reign,

Jesus Shall Reign (Traditional) and The Hallelujah Chorus)

| PAGE 2

Bethany Combined Choir



1 APRIL 2018

HyMmN No. 1
Christ The Lord Is Risen Today
Rev Mark Tan

HyYMN No. 2
Crown Him With Many Crowns
Rev Mitchell Tan

SPECIAL VIDEO FEATURE

SPECIAL SONG ITEM
“Finish Well”
Crossroads

CONSECRATION OF INTERN-PASTORS
Benjamin Chong
Benjamin Quah

EASTER MESSAGE
“The Firstborn From The Dead”
Text: Colossians 1
Rev Dr Charles Tan

EASTER OFFERING

CLOSING HYMN
He Lives

BENEDICTION

PAGE 3 |



BFTHANY EASTER PROGRAMME

PRE-WORSHIP SONG

BECAUSE HE LIVES F#iyEE

I. God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus;
He came to love, heal and forgive;
PIIEZ T, B VERER, RN, TIRIGIN;
He lived and died fo buy my pardon,
An empty grave is there fo prove my Saviour lives.

HEEmARRIEY, BEBEEIEHREREEE.

Refrain FlJHK
Because He lives | can face tomorrow, because He lives all fear is gone;
RIS, FRAEmEXT IR, PdiEE, AHERME;
Because [ know He holds the future,
And life is worth the living just because He lives.

HRFEMEE IR, Lastim S UrE, HEEE.

2. How sweet fo hold a newborn baby,
And feel the pride and joy he gives;

WA, MET T, T2 T ARE
But greater sfill the calm assurance,
This child can face uncertain days because He lives.

(BRI E X G/ NEar, HEEHXEWR, ERERE.

Retrain S

g

| PAGE 4
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3. And then one day I'll cross the river;
['ll fight lifes final war with pain;
HIAE TENAEW SRS, TN A6 T 5 5 v
And then as death gives way to vict'ry,
['ll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives.

RE AT 7T, R RIL EETEE.
Refrain Gl

(End - %)
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BFTHANY EASTER PROGRAMME

SPECIAL [ITEM

FINALE

INCLUDES OUR €0D REIENS. JESUS SHALL REICN.

JESUS SHALL REICN (TRADITIONAL). THE HALLELOJAH CHORUS
ARRANGED BY GARY R HODES

Our God reigns, our God reigns!
Our God reigns, our God reigns.

Sing out His Name of names ‘til every tongue proclaims
O’er all the earth’s domains, “Jesus shall reign!”
Open the gates of life ‘til every shade of night
Shines with His holy light: Jesus shall reign!

Jesus shall reign victorious, mighty and glorious.
In every heart, Jesus shall reign,
Crowned by the Father’s love.

Jesus shall reign victorious, mighty and glorious.
In every heart, now high and lifted up
Jesus shall reign!

Incoming majesty, ruler in royalty,
Our righteous Prince of Peace, Jesus shall reign!
Born as the Son of Man, raised as the great “I Am.”
Worthy the spotless Lamb, Jesus shall reign!

Jesus shall reign victorious, mighty and glorious.
In every heart, Jesus shall reign,
Crowned by the Father’s love.

Jesus shall reign victorious, mighty and glorious.
In every heart, now high and lifted up
Jesus shall reign.

lrace6
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Jesus shall reign where’re the sun
Does his successive journeys run;
His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

Let every creature rise and bring

His grateful honours to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud “Amen!”

And He shall reign forever and ever.

King of kings (Forever and ever. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!)
And Lord of'lords (Forever and ever. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!)

King of kings and Lord of lords, and He shall reign.
And He shall reign forever and ever.

King of kings (Forever and ever.)
And Lord of lords (Hallelujah! Hallelujah!)

And He shall reign forever, and ever and ever.
King of kings and Lord of lords
King of kings and Lord of lords

And He shall reign forever and ever.
King of kings and Lord of lords (Forever and ever.)
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Hallelujah!

Jesus shall reign!

2o
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HYMN NO. 1

CHRIST THE LORD
Is RISEN TODAY

I. Christ the Lord is ris'n today, Alleluial
SR HRER A i, M A RE !

Sons of men and angels say, Alleluial

A, RESFARTL, FEH KT !
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!

PURYLEGE =40 WA
Sing, ye heav'ns, and earth, reply, Alleluial

R, KHLFRING, I A !

2. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluial
RIEAE AP, FeAl gL !
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluial
GERR, BREHAEARE? IR !
Dying once, He all doth save, Alleluial
FEEARTR, vaAEg !
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!
SET-RLHAAAIAE . i) !



1 APRIL 2018

(Continued from page 8)

3. Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluial
R R T se R, AR !
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluial
e R, iE R !
Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluial
ST S ReR E80 WAL !
Christ hath opened paradise, Alleluial
BT TIRE], MRS

k. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!
AR fiforty SR AL, FE AP !
Foll'wing our exalted Head, Alleluial

PR TTTE S5 BN, A I !

Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluial

BE NG, IR

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluial

A FETHR B, WA R !

PN
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BFTHANY EASTER PROGRAMME

HYMN NO. 2

CROWN HiM WITH MANY CROWNS
HEBENE

. Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His Throne;

B A L F EFAEF L,

Hark! how the heav'nly anthem drowns all music but its own:
PRV R i, = A T R
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee,
oA [R] e, 24513 Rt A
And hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity.
KIEFE NI £ F, THIT S TG

2. Crown Him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave,

2 ) A AR KA,
And rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save;
TEAR 9 18], ISR, 5 17K S RBUE,
His glories now we sing who died, and rose on high,
TR RZ |, EPENGEE SR,
Who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.
i A KRR, 25 IROK AR K.

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

3. Crown Him the Lord of peace, whose pow'r a scepter sways

IR 2 T, TR
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, and all be prayer and praise;
Guig Anhh, SR 1R R, A RS AR,
His reign shall know no end, and round His pierced feet,

BRE K KAFEAET IR T,

Fair flow'rs of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet.

O el AR T AL, 55 AR KT T

4. Crown Him the Lord of love; behold His hands and side,
TR ZEZ 2 TV WEAN 25 TH B,

Those wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified.

T o0 W55 B RAIR, AE R B RS
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For Thou hast died for me;
5L R BT 5 AR 817
Thy praise and glory shall not fail through out eternity.
W 5% SRR U R T, AR L 3 K

(End )
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BFTHANY EASTER PROGRAMME

SPECIAL ITEM

FINISH WEL

WORDS & MUSIC BY K AREN PECK (GOOCH,
KENNA TURNER WEST & MICHAEL FARREN
ARRANGED BY R USSELL M AULDIN

There will come a day, I know without a doubt,
Around the throne the saints will bow and lay down every crown.
How glorious that moment to see Him face to face;
To hear Him say, “Well done, my child. You've finished your race.”

But for now, the sun’s still rising; there’s work to still be done,
While we’re waiting for the promise of what is yet to come.

Finish well, every day that we are given.
Finish well, for the glory of His Name.

Finish strong, until the Saviour finally calls us home.
Give it everything we have; finish well.

There’s no truth in saying, “We’ve seen our better days.”
These are the days to be courageous, bold and full of faith.
So, wherever He may lead us, whatever it may cost,
Let the church arise and lift the banner of the cross!

Finish well, every day that we are given.
Finish well, for the glory of His Name.
Finish strong, until the Saviour finally calls us home.

Give it everything we have!

All to Thee, my blessed Saviour, I surrender all!

| PAGE 12
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Finish well, every day that we are given.
Finish well, for the glory of His Name.
Finish strong, until the Saviour finally calls us home.
Give it everything we have!

Finish well, every day that we are given.
Finish well, for the glory of His Name.

Finish well! Finish well! Finish well! Finish well!
Finish well!

RIS

PAGE 15 |
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COLOSSIANS 1

"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our
brother,

?To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who arein Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

?We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, pray-
ing always for you, *since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of
your love for all the saints; > because of the hope which is laid up for
you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of
the gospel, ®which has come to you, as /it has also in all the world, and
is bringing forth fruit, as /¢ /s also among you since the day you heard
and knew the grace of God in truth; "as you also learned from Epa-
phras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on
your behalf, ®who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.

For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to
pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of
His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; '°that you may walk
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good
work and increasing in the knowledge of God; ' strengthened with all
might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuf-
fering with joy; " giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. * He has de-
livered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the king-
dom of the Son of His love, "in whom we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
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>He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all crea-
tion. '® For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that
are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for
Him. " And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. '® And
He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preemi-
nence.

“For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should
dwell, ®and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the
blood of His cross.

2 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now He has reconciled #in the body of His flesh
through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above re-
proach in His sight— ?*if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded
and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel
which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven,
of which |, Paul, became a minister.

| now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is
lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is
the church, % of which | became a minister according to the steward-
ship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of
God, % the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from gener-
ations, but now has been revealed to His saints. %' To them God willed
to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among
the Gentiles: whichis Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we
preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that
we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. ?°To this end | also
labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.
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CLOSING HYMN

HE LIVES
FiEE

I.Iserve arisen Saviour, He's in the world today;
WHZE—HEE, WSEHIEE;
[ know that He is living, whatever men may say;
WFEfEE, AENEAU;
| see His hand of mercy, | hear His voice of cheer,
P I AT M e, P w22 J A,
And just the time | need Him, He's always near.

FRRH T RA,  HLTET,

Refrain &Ik
He lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today!
FB HRER ! ESRIEE !
He walks with me and talks with me along lifes narrow way.
5k, eEfoE, Ak E.
He lives! He lives! Salvation to impart!

FBLL HRER Y o NASR g B

You ask me how | know He lives, He lives within my heart.

TRIEERAMTEE, A ERG,

(Continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 18)

2. In all the world around me [ see His loving care,
FERSEIAS A, TR F AT,
And though my heart grows weary | never will despair,
EANA RO, HIASHE,
[ know that He is leading through all the stormy blast,
PR AT, R RS
The day of His appearing will come at last.

AHIT DA, KRR

Retrain Gl

3. Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing,
WORY MUK AREREER 247 5 AR,
Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King!
MERRE ISR R, AKIHAEEE
The hope of all who seek Him, the help of all who find,
R FEWME, RKREE,
None other is so loving, so good and kind.

TN E %, =R

Retrain S5

(End %)
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CONSECR ATION TESTIMONY

1 APRIL 2018
BENJAMIN CHONG & BENJAMIN QUAH

We were commissioned to train as Student-Pastors on the Easter of 2015.
Three years have passed by so swiftly! Today, we will be consecrated as In-
tern-Pastors.

We are immensely grateful for all the support and love given to us, and we
would like to share with you some thoughts on our journey to become In-
tern-Pastors.

THE CONTEXT OF OUR TRAINING

The past three years was a time set aside for us to check if we truly have a
calling for the Pastoral Ministry. This would be done through the Student-
Pastor Training Programme where we were given exposure and experience
in the Pastoral Ministry.

We were exposed to different aspects of ministry such as Teaching, Preach-
ing, Evangelism, Missions, caring for the physical church building, and
more! Through such exposure, we were meant to experience what ministry

is all about. Ultimately, it was for us to discover if we have a calling to serve
the Lord.

THE CORRECTION THAT WE HAD TO UNDERGO

As soon as we began, we realised that there were many areas of our lives
that needed to be corrected.

1. Our perspectives had to be corrected
Both of us came into ministry with our own preconceived ideas of what
ministry is.

Benjamin Chong: I came into ministry with a very academic understanding

of ministry. [ thought that ministry was all about studying and preaching!
In reality, being a pastor is so much more than that. It involves caring for
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people, and ultimately, making an impact on the souls and lives of people
through the Word of God! [ had so much to learn.

Benjamin Quah: I, on the other hand, thought that ministry was all about
winning souls and making an impact upon the lives of people. I was caught
up with the idea of making my life count for God, without realising the sub-
stance that is required in any effective and true servant — an in-depth feel
and understanding of the Word of God. I had to be corrected!

The Lord had to correct our wrong perspectives by allowing us to be exposed
to many areas of ministry. Along the way, our eyes were opened and we
came to see how naive we have been!

2. Our hearts had to be corrected
Mark 7: 21 tells us that out of the heart of men proceed pride and foolish-
ness.

These were the hidden issues of the heart that we struggled with. On the
outside, it seemed that we were humble. However, on the inside, these hid-
den issues of the heart existed. Time was needed for these issues to be sur-
faced. The truth is, we thought that we were quite good! We felt that we had
good jobs and we had some experience in serving God. Thus, we thought we
would be adequately suited to be trained as Student-Pastors. In reality, we
were both proud and foolish.

But in our training over the past three years, there were many things we
failed in. We were humbled and rebuked again and again, until we saw our-
selves for who we really are. We are nothing before God. We can do nothing
for His work unless God Himself works in us. We thank God that He has
not given up on us, and He continues to correct these problems within us.

3. Our manner of life had to be corrected
The manner of life of a servant of God requires diligence, discipline, devo-
tion, and above all, daily consistency! These were the qualities we needed to

have. Yet, these were the very qualities that we struggled to cultivate.

We struggled to wake up to spend time with God, we struggled to find the
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discipline to pray, and we struggled to be consistent in the reading of God’s
Word. Our lives needed to be re-ordered, and it took three years for us to
catch a glimpse of what this manner of life is all about!

THE CONCRETE LESSONS THAT WE HAVE LEARNT
As correction took place, there were also concrete lessons that we began to
learn.

1. The Word of God has to be a central part of us.
We remember what Pastor shared with us, that while we seek to master the
Word of God, the Word of God must also master us.

The Word of God is to be set as a daily commitment in our lives. Our part is
to read, understand, memorise and love the Word of God until it defines the
very person that we are! That is what we hope to practise.

2. We must endeavour to walk with God continuously and consistently.
“And Enoch walked with God” Genesis 5:24

We are inspired by the example of Enoch who walked with God. As we seek
to commune with God, He will instruct us, teach us and guide us in the way
we should go.

3. We must seek constant cleansing in our lives.
“Woe is me, for I am undone!” Isaiah 6:5

We have learnt that as we stand before a Holy God, we are but sinners.
There are yet deeper levels of cleansing that must take place in our lives.
Our prayer is that God will continue to cleanse us deeply.

THE CHANGES THAT HAVE RESULTED
After these three years, how have we changed?

More and more, we are committed to be disciples, servants and sons.

1. Disciple
A disciple is essentially a “learner”.
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For the past three years we have had the title, “Student-Pastor”. Today, we
will no longer be called “Student-Pastors”. However, we have caught the
spirit of a disciple who is always keen to be instructed, ready to learn and
willing to be corrected.

2. Servant

We remember the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, who commanded His dis-
ciples to be “last of all and servants of all” (Mark 9: 35). This is the spirit of
service that we have caught over the last three years. And even as we pro-
gress to become Intern-Pastors, we remain servants of God and servants of
Bethany and the IPC family, ready to serve all.

3. Son

One of the words that have stood out most of all is “sonship”. The Lord Je-
sus is the prime example of One who served as a Son. He was obedient and
always ready to do His Father’s will. As the Father worked, He worked! This
spirit of sonship is something that we hold on to dearly and it drives us to
press on for the future. We are sons of God, we are sons of Bethany, and we
serve as sons.

CONSECRATION

Consecration is a milestone that marks significant progress in our journey
towards ordination. It is a milestone that we will look back on fondly to re-
mind us of the precious lessons that we have learnt. At the same time, it
also compels us to look forward with faith, to persevere, and to continue to
take definite steps towards the sacred calling of the Pastoral Ministry.
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EASTER PASTORAL LETTER

SENIOR PASTOR : REV. DR. CHARLES TAN 1 APRIL 2018

Dear Brethren,
HAPPY EASTER!

The Session and the Pastoral team wish all at Bethany “Happy Easter!” There is much that
gladdens the heart this Easter!

1. Easter Program
a) Maundy Thursday
b) Easter Concert
c) Easter Service at Shangri La
Thank God for all these meaningful activities. Our hearts are renewed and encouraged indeed!

2. Consecration of our Intern Pastors
Thank God for the consecration of our two Intern Pastors, Ben Chong and Ben
//‘ Quah! Thank God for this milestone in their life and that of Bethany.

v/‘,, 3. They will be tasked to attempt serving the Lord in greater capaci-
e ties. For example,
” a) Bookshop Ministry

b) Youth Conference 2018

PASTORAL CONFERENCE

The Pastoral Team heads out to attend a Pastoral Conference in Myanmar
(2-4 April 2018).

1. The training of more pastors
a) This must be our focus
b) Much faith and faithfulness needed

. Reaching many more people

a) This is our greater goal

b) That the Lord would raise up more effective servants of His to minis-
ter

Z ] ‘) P’MWM:
2 “HE IS NOT HERE; FOR HE IS RISEN, AS HE SAID.” MATTHEW 28:6A



