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THIS'S MY-STORY

TESTIMONIESTOF BRETHREN-WHO. WILL BE
RECEIVED INTO CHURCH -MEMBERSHIP

[A] Transference
Nancy Yong

[B] Paedo-Baptism

ON 18 DECEMBER 2022

1. Liang En Le Charis (Daughter of Kevin & Alyssa)

2. Christabel Chiam (Daughter of Daohua & Shi Yun)

3. Matthew Tan (Son of Wei Kee & Pei Ching)
4. Anson Muki Tan (Son of Anthony & Evelyn)

5. Lin An-Yun Ellery (Daughter of Nelson & Justina)
6. Aurelia Sophie Chia (Daughter of Joshua & Jodeline)

7. Tham Kai En Caleb (Son of Samuel & Su-An)

[C] Adult Baptism
1. Sea Teck Chye

2. Theresa Teng Bee Chin NIES2

[D] Re-affirmation

Reuben Wan Yuxuan
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To Be Prayed For By:
Pastor Benjamin Chong

To Be Baptized By:
Pastor Benjamin Chong

Pastor Charles Tan
Pastor Charles Tan
Pastor Charles Tan
Pastor Jonathan Jacob

Pastor Jonathan Jacob

Pastor Mitchell Tan

To Be Baptized By:
Pastor Mitchell Tan

Pastor Moses Kwek

To be prayed for by:
Pastor Moses Kwek



EVERYTHING HAS ITS TIME

NANCY YONG

Hi my name is Nancy and | have been attending Bethany since 2019.

| became a Christian when | was much younger and was baptised in 1984. Even
though | was baptized, | was not able to relate to God nor grow in my knowledﬁe
of Him. | felt lost and helpless after each weekly Sunday Worship. It came to the
point where | didn't see any meaning or purpose in attending Church and stopped
attending Sunday WorshiF altogether. However, deep in my heart, | still believed that
God exists, though | could not find Him real in various aspects of my life.

Throughout the past 6 decades of my life, | have been through many challenges
and struggles. As | reflected on my life, | trace God's hand at work and | strongly
believe God has ordered every step and every detail in my life so that He can
mould and shape me. Though the wounds of my heart still remain today, | know He
is still working on me to make me what | ought to be. " And | know that all things
work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according
to His purpose" Romans 8:28.

Today, | want to share my joy with others of His miraculous work. | came to Betha-
ny through my daughter Alyssa. | still recall listening intently to the Sunday Morning
Worship Message by Pastor Charles and for the first time in a long while, | was able
to ur?derlstand and comprehend God's Word. | knew then that God was working in
my heart!

| have been attending Bethany for three years and have also joined Sunday School
under S§52. Though a large part of my time with Bethany was during the Covid peri-
od, | listened and watched the live stream of weekly sermons and also faithfullgl at-
tended via Zoom our SS every Friday evening. Through these sessions, the study of
God’s Word was brought alive and gave me strength to cope with my work as well
as to attend to my aged mum when she was seriously ill earlier this year.

It is with great joy as | trace His wondrous work in my life. In Bethany, | am con-
stantly reminded and challenged to deepen my faith in God. | am thankful to be
able to deeﬂen my understanding of His word through Sunday worship, SSP and
have fellowship with my fellow Sunday school classmates.

I am also %ad to have the privilege to humbl?/ serve through SSP as this allows me
to spread the joy God has given me to our fellow seniors.

In this season of my life, God has blessed me with a new bundle of joy - the arrival

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

of my granddaughter Charis or Lele ()& 5 which is happy or joyful in Mandarin) as
she is lovingly called. | pray that she will continue to bring much joy and laughter!

Bethany is definitely God's kind of Church where people care for people.

As | grow in knowledge of God's Word, | now find deeper meaning in Ecclesiastes
3:1 "to everything there is a season. A time for every purpose under heaven." In-
deed, God did not give up on me. In His own sFecial way and time, He made me
the person | am today and my prayer is that | will continue to deepen my faith and

find God real in my life..

ABOUNDING IN GOD'S. GR'ACE

KEVIN'AND ALYSSA LIANG
(PARENTS OF CHARIS LIANG)

AbQU ding in God’s grace

“But by the grace of God [ am what | am, and His grace toward me was not in vain;
but I laboured more abundantly than [hey all yet not [ but the grace of God which
was with me.” | Corinthians 15:10

As we trace God’s abundant grace in our lives, we are filled with praise, joy, and
thanksgiving. With guidance from Pastor Charles, we had chosen this to be the
theme for our wedding back in 2019. By God’s grace, we have challenged
ourselves to live out this verse in our daily lives.

God’s grace was evident as we waited upon Him for His provision of a child. Even
before we found out about the pregnancy, our hearts were convicted to name our
child (if we had a daughter) Charis, which means grace, to be %lad. In His perfect
timing, the Lord answered our prayers. Charis will always be a blessed reminder of
God’s grace in our lives, and the joy that overflows in response.

D nin r faith in

‘Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works in us, to Him_be glory in_the church by
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” " Ephesians 3:20-2 1.

2022 has been a year filled with many new beginnings, in the aspect of church
ministry, work and on the family front. In God’s special plan, we were blessed with
the opportunltf/ to serve in the Creche ministry and this coincided with the
discovery of Alyssa’s pregnancy. This was especially meaningful for us; it signified
the beginning of a journey of faith in God as we prepared to serve Him in the
Creche ministry and in the upcoming journey of parenthood. The above verse has

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)
indeed been a continual encouragement to our hearts!

Relying on God for His strength and merc

“But [%ose who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; They shall mount up
with wings like e:gg/es, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not
faint” Isaiah 40-31

During Bethany's 40+9 Anniversary service, God provided much needed
encouragement through Pastor’s sharing from Isaiah 40:3[. Alyssa was just over 38
weeks into the pregnancy then and it was a timely reminder to rely on God for His
strength and mercy, and to not limit God’s strength in our lives. We praise God for
?givirll‘g Alyssa sufﬁcientcgrace and strength during her pregnancy and childbirth, and
or His safekeeping of Charis throughout!

Ambassadors of His love
Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord The fruit of the womb is a reward.”
Psalm 1273

We are deeply humbled by God’s goodness and His calling for us to be parents. We
recognize how crucial it is for us to guard our walk with the Lord Jesus and to
deepen our faith in Him. By God’s grace, we endeavour to be ambassadors of His
love; may the gospel be modelled and proclaimed in our family as we strive to bring
Charis up in the fear of the Lord!

It is our prayer that Charis will be a testimony of God’s abounding grace and that
she will bring a special sense of joy and blessing to those around her.

AS THE LORD LEADS

CHIAM DAOHUA AND SHI YUN
(PARENTS OF CHRISTABEL CHIAM)

Our hearts are filled with thanksgiving as we look back on the journey that has
brought us to this moment of J)aedo—baptism today. At each step, we see and
recognise the Lord’s hand in leading and guiding us to fully trust in His ways and
plans for our lives.

Less than a year into our marriage, Shi Yun discovered that she had a uterine fibroid
that required removal by abdominal surgery, a finding that meant our plans for a
family would be temporarily placed on hold till she ful%y recovered. The doctors had
every confidence that it would not affect our chances of conception and we were
reassured by multiple tests post—surge?/ that both of us were healthy and would be
able to conceive ‘naturally’. The next few years saw many moments of tears, nights

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5) ) . ) ) )
fof prayce[rs and us coming before the Lord to seek His leading and trust in His plan
or our lives.

Psalm 27:7-8
Hear, O LORD, when [ cry with my voice!
Have mercy also upon me, and answer me.
When You said, “Seek My face”
My heart said to You, “Your face, LORD, I will seek.”

In early 2019, we moved to New York for Daohua’s work and followed Pastor’s
advice in doing complete medical checks before leaving Singapore. The doctors
confirmed that we were medically fit and healthy and that combined with our youth
meant that we should not face difficulties in getting pregnant. Another 2 years
passed, along with a global pandemic that turned the world upside down. Still, we
committed our hopes of a child to the Lord and determined that we would
continue to seek and trust Him no matter the outcome.

In 2021, we saw a naecolocrrist in New York who conducted tests once again,
which confirmed the findings of our doctors in Singapore - we were fit and healthy
and should technically be able to conceive 'naturalb}.) However, given the length of
time we had been trying, she suggested that we consider in-vitro fertilisation (IVF).
Once again, we committed this to the Lord in prayer and decided to give it a go.

IVF was a trying process with the medications, injections and constant doctor’s visits
and there were many moments of prayer each step of the way. Through it all, we
thanked God for modern medical technology that even allowed this to be a
possibility and doctors who were professional and knowledgeable in their craft.

After months of preparation, the day of the embryo transplant finally came and it
was surreal leaving the clinic knowing that our lives might forever be changed. 4
weeks later, we walked back for Shi Yun to take a blood test and waited nervously
for the result. Tears came when the nurses announced a positive result and our
hearts were overjoyed as we celebrated the news.

We took nothing for granted and at every stage of the pregnancy after and at each
doctor’s visit, we thanked the Lord for His safekeeping (%specially in a foreign land)
and His hand of protection over Shi Yun.

Psalm 27:13
[ would have lost heart unless | had believed
That | would see the goodness of the LORD
In the land of the living.

We recognise the Lord’s hand, not in the positive news alone, but in how He sent
good doctors on our journey to assist us. At each step along the way, the Lord
showed that He was there with us and we knew that no matter the result, we had a
God who leads and guides.

We see His goodness too in our spiritual family, who checked in on us and loved
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from age 6)

us from h f\lz/ay across the world, who continue to love Christabel from birth to
present day and shared our joys and sorrows. At each check-up, Christabel was
lovingly prayed for and asked after and our famlly, both physical and spiritual,
rejoiced at each of her milestones, big and small!

Psalm 27:14
Wait on the LORD;
Be of good courage,

And He shall strengthen your heart:
Wait, | say, on the LORD!

As we seek paedo-baptism today, we want to commit Christabel’s upbringing to the
Lord and trust in His faithfulness. Just as He was with us each step of the Way, we
know that He will continue to lead and guide as we bring her UEI in Him. We see
His hand clearl%/ in our homecoming this year and wait u is leading daily,
knowing that Christabel will be brought up surrounded by love that both of us
have so dearly experienced here in Bethany.

A/PRECIOUS GIFT FROM '(GOD

TAN WEH KEE AND PEl CHING
(PARENTS OF MATTHEW TAN)

Matthew, our precious gift from God, arrived on the evening of 24 August 2022.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding in
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6

The journey to Matthew's birth was not easy. Pei Ching’s endometriosis,
adenomyosis and polycystic ovary syndrome meant that it took a surgery, several
procedures and countless doctor visits before Matthew was even conceived. But the
long and arduous journey was good for us. We learnt to trust in God, to submit to
His will and to wait upon Him.

“How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God!” Psalm 36:7
God showed His tender mercies and loving kindness each step of the way. He sent
special people who provided much comfort, and upheld us lovingly on days when
we were downcast. For this, we are deeply moved.

“‘Rejoicing in hope patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer”
Romans 12:12

PAGE 7



(Continued from page 7)

The day we found out that we were expecting a baby, our hearts leapt for joy!
However, we knew we could not take anything for granted. Even as we kept up with
frequent doctor visits and the physical discomfort from a startling number of
medications and injections, we determined to remain steadfast in prayer as God
unravelled His plan for us.

“His mercies and compassions are new every mormning” Lamentations 3:22-23

32 weeks into the pregnancy, Pei Ching was admitted to the hospital with preterm
contractions. Upon the doctor’s orders, Pei Ching had to commit to a strict bed rest
regime at the delivery ward. Over the next two weeks, the medical team tried to keep
the contractions at bay to delay the baby’s arrival. Those two weeks were more
eventful than we would have preferred, but we learnt to thank God for every
additional day that the baby managed to remain in mummys womb. By God’s
perfect timing, Matthew arrived on week 34, six weeks premature. Matthew spent the
next three weeks in the neonatal intensive care unit. We thank God that the stay was
uneventful for him.

“He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus
Christ” Philippians 1:6

We recognise and often remind ourselves that as parents, we are but stewards -
Matthew belongs to God, not us. We have merely been granted the great privilege of
raising him in the ways of the Lord, that he may fulfil what God has planned for him.
In committing him to God, we also commit ourselves to bringing him up as God
would have us do, with His strength and according to His wisdom!

OUR ELLERY: TREE

INELSON' AND JUSTINA LIN
(PARENTS OF ELLERY LIN)

It is our joy today to present Ellery for paedo-baptism. Ever since we knew that God
has granted her to us, we felt a deep sense of the Lord's presence and joy at every
step of the pregnancy. Ellery was born on 27 Apr 2022 at 37 weeks, just like her
brother Oliver who was born in the same month 4 years ago, also at 37 weeks.

Ellery Lin Az %%

Because our surname resembles a forest '#&’, just like Oliver, we wanted Ellery's
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)
name to have some semblance to a tree, being rooted in the Lord's word and
growing strong and steady in this world.

Ellery means “lives by the alder tree” and “joyful”. The alder tree is known to
symbolize strength, protection, confidence, and resilience.

2z (An) - Peace

Derived from Peace - "%, %4z, ‘“ZFf. Ellery's birth was suppose to be a
planned caesarean at 38 weeks, however she too, like her brother decided that 37
weeks was more than enough. Justina felt contractions when we were having dinner
at Hai Di Lao with our friends, Dr. Junlie and Cassandra Yeo. This pregnancy was
different, as Justina didn't experience any painful contractions with her first
pregnancy. So that evening, after dinner, we found that Justina was having regular
contractions and we decided to head to SGH.

Before Justina was wheeled into the operating theatre, and because this was an
emergency c-section, we kept Isaiah 26 close to our hearts and minds as we stayed
on the Lord's perfect peace which was taken from Isaiah 26:3-4.

"You will keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on You,
Because he trusts in You.

Trust in the Lord forever,

For in Yah, the Lord, is everlasting strength.”

We thank God the surgery went smoothly. The Lord's peace kept Justina as she had
to endure the next 48 hours post-surgery without any painkillers as she was allergic
to most of them. It was heart wrenching to see her in excruciating pain and not
being able to walk on the first day post-surgery. With the help of the
physiotherapists in SGH, she managed to walk a few steps on the second day.

The Lord gives His peace to all who know Him and belong to him. It is with this
deep sense of peace and serenity that we desire that Ellery can rely on the Lord, all
the days of her life.

| Peter 3:4 "rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God."
To us, the Lord's peace is given as a gift of His wonderful presence, and it is our
prayer that the Lord’s peace will be with Ellery, even as we guide her as parents. Just
as much as we all desire our children to walk in the Lord's word, as parents, we too
?e”sire to develop this quiet and gentle spirit by being a good example for them to
ollow.

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)
# (Yun) - means Bamboo

This is derived from Psalm 1, which comes from the same inspiration as her

brother's name. For Ellery, % is a symbol of the Bamboo, which symbolises the

resilient, unshakeable and unwavering nature, to be rooted firmly in the word of
God.

It is with this hope that we commit Ellery to the Lord through baptism on this
very special day. May she discover a love for the Lord and His Word, and to know
Him in a very personal way, and that she will be able to survive in an uncertain
world.

I WL EXTOL YOU, MY GOD, © KING

JOSHUA AND JODELINE CHIA
(PARENTS OF AURELIA CHIA)

Hello everyone, my name is Joshua and I'm seeking paedo-baptism for my
daughter Aurelia. Just a few days ago, Aurelia celebrated her first month. It has
been a month full of change. My wife Jo and | did not quite know what to expect
when we hoped to become parents so we combed through articles, spoke with
friends and family and tried our best to prepare ourselves for Aurelia’s arrival.

Actual practical caring for a new born is quite different from theory and we had to
experience it for ourselves.

The past month has been filled with sleepless nights, more stress than I've ever
experienced, and almost daily exhaustion.

But it has also been a month of joy and gratitude. There is just so much joy | feel
whenever | look at Aurelia, no matter how tired [ am.

God has been so good to us and we are just so grateful for His provision. He has

sent people who have helped us, from neighbours who came to help us in the

first days we returned home from hospital and could not get Aurelia to calm

down, to our parents and siblings who have tried their very best to help in any

\élay they can, and He has provided us the strength to go through each and every
ay.

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

For the month, Jo and | had a confinement nanny. Life was made much easier
with the nanny. | had time to rest in the afternoons while Jo could rest in the
night while | tended to baby. She has however since moved on to her next
assignment and | have also returned to work.

Even though things are not easy and we are struggling, we know and trust that the
Lord will give us the strength we need. We are filled with gratitude for Aurelia and
we know that God will provide. We would like to praise Him and to commit
Aurelia to Him, to know and fear Him and to walk closely with Him.

As it says in Psalm 145:1-4

T will extol You, my God, O King;

And I will bless Your name forever and ever.
Every day | will bless You,

And I will praise Your name forever and ever.
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised:

And His greatness is unsearchable.

One generation shall praise Your works to another,
And shall declare Your mighty acts.”

(GREAT IS THY  FAITHFULNESS

SAMUEL THAM AND SU-AN
(PARENTS OF CALEB THAM)

Dear Bethany,

Our Faithful God

On 8th August this year, we celebrated the arrival of baby Caleb into our family.
This is truly a blessing from God that we are so thankful for. We never assumed it
was straightforward to start a family. Su previously consulted a gynae, who advised
she had endometriosis and a retroverted uterus which would make conceiving
more difficult. Our response was to simply trust in our faithful God to provide as
He willed. We were thus overjoyed when we found out that we were expecting -
God had answered our prayers!

[t was a relatively smooth first and second trimester. However in the last trimester,
Caleb’s growth started to suddenly level off sharply with each check-up and
plateaued. The gynae was concerned as the placenta was aging quickly and did
not transfer sufficient nutrients to the baby. Caleb was no longer growing well

(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)
within the womb. Thank God for providing us with a good doctor and a decision
was made to have an induced birth.

Delivery day arrived and it presented its own set of challenges. Su’s contractions
were not consistent and was working against the baby. But by God’s grace, Caleb
was finally born after 14 hours of labour. Indeed, at every juncture of this journey,
we can trace God’s faithfulness towards our little family!

Our prayer to be faithful to God

Every day, we smile and laugh at his actions, how he mimics us or takes after our
mannerisms. At the same time, the similarities remind us that he is but human -
sinful and in need of a loving Saviour. Our prayer is for him to grow up knowing
the fear of the Lord and love Him! Thus, we chose the name Caleb as he was
described in Deuteronomy 1, as someone who wholly followed after God. This is
as much an aspiration for Caleb as it is a constant reminder for us parents to

wholly follow the Lord, in loving and stewarding our son. We've also chosen

his chinese name to be 8 & (Kai En) hoping that the Joy and Grace of the Lord
will always be his!

We see Caleb’s baptism today as our obedience to God and response to the
promises of the new covenant. How wonderful it is that all can share in these
truths that many hold so firmly to! More than that, we also see this as a step of
identification with our church family. It is here in Bethany where we are taught His
word faithfully, and have learnt to serve. We hope that one day Caleb will take his
place in Bethany too.
In His Love and ours,
Samuel and Su-An

FINDING LIFE IN JESUS

SEA TECK CHYE

Introduction

Hello everyone, my name is Sea Teck Chye. | am 60 years old. My wife is Yew
Lian, my daughter is Su-An and son-in-law is Samuel. My little grandson is Caleb.
They all attend Bethany Church with me.

| started attending Bethany in January 2022 and this is where | came to know the
Lord lesus as my Saviour. This is my story.

(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)
A life without Jesus
Before knowing Christ, I led a futile and ignorant life. As it says in Ephesians 4:17
-18, 1 was alienated from the life of God. It was a self-centred life as | lived
according to my own terms. My temperament was beyond control and it affected
my life and my relationship with my family. Making as much money from my

business as possible was my focus. The Chinese saying of FZIBHt% - to eat,
drink and be merry to abandon oneself to a life of pleasure also
characterised my life. Looking back, it was a life poorly led.

A life changing experience

In December 2017, | was diagnosed with leukaemia and only had 6 months to
live without treatment and a bone marrow transplant. This diagnosis made me
realise that life was so fragile and it caused me to realise that | had not done
much good with my life. | was driven to get well again and to make changes with
my life. However, when Su-An encouraged me to draw strength from God, | told
her that | wanted to focus on getting well first before thinking about other things
like God! | was determined to overcome this illness by my own strength and on
my own terms.

However, my thinking began to change when brethren from Bethany started to
visit me and shared God’s Word with me...Pastor, Aunty Sally, Pastor Mark, Pastor
Mitch, Pastor Moses, Teacher lo, Dr Jane Tan, Chung Han, Hong Wee and family
and many more! | was deeply encouraged and always looked forward to their
visits and prayers!

Bit by bit, | realised that | did not need to go through treatment on my own
because God was with me. This was far better than my ways and relying on my
own strength! My family was also with me and never left my side. Furthermore, |
knew that it was God and no coincidence when Professor William Hwang became
my doctor. | knew | was in good hands and was not afraid. Instead, | was willing
to let God take me through this difficult journey of overcoming cancer.

A life in Jesus Christ

During the recovery period between 2018-2022, my wife and daughter Su-An
continually shared the Gospel with me and encouraged me to attend Bethany
with them. | also recalled how | wanted to get well again and to make changes
with my life. Thus in January 2022, | started attending Bethany’s Morning Worship
]S?rviceHand subsequently, Catechism Class, to learn more about God and to find
ife in Him.

Ephesians 4:21-24 reads “if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught
by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: that you put off, concerning your former conduct,
the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed
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in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created
according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.”

By God’s grace, my understanding of Him began to grow with each lesson
learned in Church. | came to recognise the sin problems in my life and rejoiced in
knowing that Jesus was my personal Saviour who could take away my sins!
Gradually, | began to see changes in my life. God taught me to love my family,
friends and the brethren in Bethany. | began to see changes in my temperament.
No longer do | find the world and the lifestyle it offers attractive. | thank God for
a loving Saviour and for this chance to come to Bethany and be part of His family.
| want to seek to love Jesus always.

GOD'S UNFAILUNG LOVE THAT

NEVER LEFT-ME

THERESA TENG BEE CHIN

My name is Theresa Teng, | came from a Buddhist family. Ten years ago, my boss
(a devout Christian) invited me to her Church’s Worship Service.

Back then, | found it hard to understand what the Scriptures taught and | stopped
going to Church. There was a pastor that | met back then who kept in touch with
me, encouraged and helped me through text messages. During my lowest point in
life, God’s Word strengthened me and | thank God for His unfailing love that
never left me.

In January this year, | began to attend Bethany’s Chinese Worship Service, and it
was here where | truly came to know the Lord Jesus. The teachings from the
Beatitudes, Matthew 5:3-10, helped me realized deeply how meaningful God’s
teachings are. In the past, | felt that | had no right to become a Christian because |
did not know the Scriptures. But my time in Bethany has helped me realise that as
long as | understand the truth of the Lord and practice these truths, | do not have
to fulfil any conditions to become a child of God.

| thank God for leading me to Bethany, and for the opportunity to become His
daughter. | am determined to walk with the Lord, to work hard and learn, to be
salt and light for the Lord. All glory to my Lord Jesus Christ.

(Continued on page 15)
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(GOD HELPED ME TO OVERCOME

ANXIETIES WITH FAITH

REUBEN WAN YUXUAN

Hi my name is Reuben and | am 21 this year. | am currently in my final year in
Polytechnic as an Intern.

| grew up in Bethany. | was usually someone who was very shy and nervous

whenever | am in school or in church. | couldn’t handle so much attention because
(Continued on page 16)
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| wondered what people would think of me. At that time, | didn’t feel like | would fit
in here in church because | didn’t really understand who God is or what he can do
in our lives. | felt like coming to Bethany was a waste of time and | just wanted to
get over the worship services and go home to relax and do whatever | want. But
when some people came and talk to me, [ started to feel that coming to church is a
great place to go to.

At the age of 10, it was discovered that | was diagnosed with autism spectrum
disorder but | didn't know until [ was 17. This condition began to make me feel
different inside with thoughts of being awkward, weird, or out of place to others
who don't have the same medical conditions. Whenever my sister invited friends
over, | felt a sense of loneliness in my heart because | was someone who was quiet
and didn't know how to make good friends. | felt as if my medical condition was
the thing that kept me away from them. | asked my parents and my sister if this
condition in me made me feel like someone weird or awkward compared to other
people or even made me feel abnormal. But even when | asked them, | still couldn't
stop having that unpleasant feeling. But when | read some verses of the Bible or
hearing the messages during YPG, Catechism Class and Morning Worship, | felt a
sense of comfort in my heart. | realised that | am fine the way | am and not feeling
like some kind of weird person to other people.

There were a lot of challenges that | faced with during my years in ITE and
Polytechnic. And there were some times where | felt a sense of worry and anxiety
thinking that | couldn't finish my work on time or failing an exam or project. But my
mum gave me a book titled 'Be Anxious For Nothing'. This book helped me to
understand that we shouldn't always be worrying too much for worrying about
something is a sin. And sins are something that tend to pull us down. So when
those times came up, | would stay calm and pray to the Lord. During the papers, |
felt the Lord’s hand touching my heart and giving me comfort when | was in the
examination room taking my papers and | felt glad that the Lord was by my side. It
was then that | believed that God is always there for us whenever we come across
certain difficulties or challenges in life that makes us feel stressed out or feel
troubled in life.

Even though | am changed to now being someone who wants to draw near to God,
| still didn’t yet feel an emotional sense of being saved. In Ephesians 2:8, it teaches
us that by grace you have been saved. It is not through feeling it but realising that
we are wrong and we want to be forgiven. As | reflected on my life and all the
wrong things | have done, it was where | knew that | want to be forgiven and to
treasure the Lord. | thank God for all the things He has done for me and how He
has changed my life from being fearful in sin to stronger in faith.

301 Upper Paya Lebar Road. Singapore 534934
tel: +65-62877713 . website: bethanyipc.sg



